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1 . I, Alexander Vaskevich, declare as follows. 

2. 1 hold a Ph.D. degree in Metallurgy of Non-ferrous Metals from Moscow Steel 
and Alloys Institute, USSR awarded in 1978, 

3. Since 1998 I have worked continually in the field of chemical sensors design, 
and since 1998 I have been employed by Weizmann Institute of Science as a Staff 
Scientist. 

4. I have reviewed US patent 5,866,433 and publication "Detection of 
fiuorophore-labelled antibodies by surface enhanced fluorescence on metal 
nanoislands", SPIE Vol. 2976, pp 129-136, 1997. 

5. T am familiar with the specification and drawings of the US patent application 
09/922,220. 

6. I have reviewed the US Patent Office Actions in this US patent application 
09/922,220. 
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7, I consider that in those cases where the Examiner has "read the fluorescence 
on the claimed emitted light", such interpretation is incorrect. 

This is due to the fact, that the pending claims recite that the emitted light is produced 
by a transmitter. This term was generally known in the art at the filing date of the 
US patent application 09/922,220, and its meaning is sufficiently clear from this 
patent application. One skilled in the art would not identify in fluorophor molecules 
of the cited references a "transmitter". One skilled in the art would not confuse 
fluorophor molecules of the cited references and the transmitter constructional^ and 
functionally described in the present patent application. 

Accordingly, there was no reason apparent to one skilled in the art as of the filing date 
of the US patent application 09/922,220 to read fluorophor molecules discussed in the 
US patent 5,866,433 and publication "Detection of fluorophore-Jabelled antibodies by 
surface enhanced fluorescence on metal nanoislands ,, !l SPIE Vol. 2976, pp 129-136, 
1997 on the transmitter recited in claims of the US patent application 09/922,220. 

8. I declare further that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, 
under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 

Respectfully submitted. 
Date: October 2, 2007 
Signature: ^^C^ 
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